Unusual case of oral chronic lymphocytic leukemia presenting as recurrent epistaxis and asymptomatic intraoral swelling.
Usually, oral manifestations of chronic lymphocytic leukemia CLL are related to an advanced stage of a diagnosed disease, and rarely may lead to diagnosis. CLL can also present as bleeding, rarely isolated. We report a rare case of CLL the first symptoms of which were recurrent epistaxis and asymptomatic intraoral swelling. A 74-year-old woman consulted for recurrent epistaxis. She presented with a small asymptomatic swelling in the left superior vestibule. Computed tomography revealed a tissular-like mass without invasion of surrounding tissues. The hemogram revealed thrombocytopenia and leukocytosis with 51% of lymphocytes. The immuno-histochemical analysis of the lesion and of the bone marrow allowed diagnosing stage IV CLL. CLL may present as unusual symptoms. It should be suspected in elderly patients presenting with atypical clinical signs such as oral swelling or signs of bone marrow involvement.